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	Obtaining Your Firearms Licence: Information for Patients




There are 3 stages to obtaining or renewing a firearms licence:

1. A doctor assesses medical safety, using the applicant’s GP record. 

2. The police decide whether to grant a licence, using the medical assessment and other information such as any criminal record.

3. The police inform the applicant of their decision and also inform the applicant’s GP surgery.

GP surgeries are expected to record that the patient has a firearm licence, and to inform the police if, at any point, the patient develops a diagnosis that could create a safety risk for owning a firearm. 

How do I get a medical assessment?

If you need to obtain or renew a firearms licence, please make a subject access request for your medical record, preferably using the form on our website https://ghac.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260602-Requesting-information-from-your-GP-records-including-Subject-Access-Requests.docx 

We will prepare a copy of your records.  You will have the chance to review your records before they are sent to the doctor who will do the assessment.  You can use the form below to let us know where to send your record. 

There are many doctors who offer a firearms medical assessment.  You can do an internet search for ‘firearms medical assessment’.  

Frequently asked questions

Is there any charge for you to send a copy of my records to the doctor doing the assessment?

No – this is a Subject Access Request (SAR) under the Data Protection Act 2018/UK GDPR and is free of charge.

Do I have to use your form to make the Subject Access Request?

No. The form helps us gather the information we need to process your request as quickly as possible.  However, you have the legal right to make a SAR verbally or by email etc, if you prefer.

How long does the process take?

We may need proof of identification from you, if we do not already hold it. As soon as we have that, we process almost all SARs in a month or under, as required by the Information Commissioner.  In a very small number of cases, a SAR is complex (more information on this here) and more time is required: we will let you know if this is the case.  Less than 1% of the SARs we receive are complex. 

Once the SAR is ready, we will let you know. You will have the chance to check the information, and we will then send it directly to the doctor doing the assessment.

Many private providers can then offer a medical assessment within a few days. 

What will the medical assessment cost?

Prices vary but there is a competitive market. As of 2026, many private services offer medical assessments for £50-£60.

Do you offer a medical assessment in the Practice?

We no longer offer this service.  An audit (study) of firearms assessments showed that some GPs were not familiar with all Home Office requirements for the assessments.  This could lead to applicants being assessed as not fit for a firearms licence when, under Home Office guidance, they could have had one. It could also lead to someone receiving a firearms licence despite having medical conditions that create a risk to the patient and other gun-owners. (Despite lurid headlines in the media, gun-owners will know that licensed firearms are rarely used to commit crimes.  Most injuries and deaths from licensed firearms are from self-inflicted injury or accidents.  Other gun-owners are most likely to be the victims of these accidents, e.g. on a shoot.)

We were also finding that, due to increasing demand on GP surgeries, some firearms owners were experiencing long waits (often several months) for a medical assessment, which was a particular problem for anyone who needs a firearm for their work.  As described above, the new process takes around a month for almost all patients, so is faster. 

For these reasons, we believe it is safer and more efficient for you to use an expert medical assessor.  These assessors typically charge less than most practices that offer the service in-house, so this option can also be more cost-effective. 





To be returned to Practice after you have reviewed your medical record:
	Name of doctor who will do your medical assessment

	

	Email address

	

	Phone number for queries
	


	I confirm that I have reviewed my medical records and consent to their disclosure in full to the above-named doctor and to any of the doctor’s colleagues who may process the records. 

	Name
	


	
	Date
	


	
	Signature
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